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COMMUNICATIONS. 


FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


A LETTER 
To the Rey. V. R. Osnons, V.D. AM. 


MILFORD, (MAsS.) MAy 24, 

DEAR BROTHER,—My feclings at this time prompt 

ane to address a few lines to you. If I know my mind, 

{am not influenced by a polemical disposition, | do not 
desire to be engaged in controversy, but | cannot, in 
duty, refrain from suggesting to you a few ideas which 
oecurred to my mind, while reading your address to the 
editor of the Universalist Magazine. 

Dear Brother, permit me in the first place to ask you 
why you should refer us to Gen. iii. 4, for a specimen of 
Universalism? Have not the objections which the op- 
posers of Universal Salvation have based upon this pas- 
sage of scripture been times enough answered? Is it 
possible that a man of your age and experience can be 
ignorant of the views of Universalists upon this subject? 
it may be so, brother ; but even aJlowing that it is, does 
not your remark, at this time, manjfest a want of exam- 
ination upon the subject? Is it possible.to avoid hav- 
ing queries like these arise, when we say the serpent 
preached Universal Salvation to our first parents? Had 
they committed sin? No. Were they lost? No. Did 
they in their then present state need salvation? No.— 
Was there any more propriety in preaching salvation to 
Adam and Eve, than there would be in preaching de- 
liverance from solitary confinement to people whosvere 
rynning at large on the high svay ? No-more. 

_Now, dear brother, let me inform you (for'l write 
solely for your information—as you appear to be ignorent 
of the doctrine of Universal Salvation) that the truth of 
the fact that the serpent preached a lie, is the founda- 
sion of the doctrine. If the serpent told the_trath, 
(here never has been any necd of salvation ;—If he told 
a jie Universal Salvation was needed. The serpent 
lied, and “death hath passed upon all men, for all 
have sinned.” 

‘Now, brother Osborn, how is it possible that it did 
not occur to your mind that this was the very thing 
which made it necessary for men to be saved? Had 
this taken place, you, in my opinion, would have said, 
that Universalism stood or fell upon the truth of the 
idea that the serpent lied. Now we find that the ar- 
gument you used to refute, is going to establish the 
doctrine. Had your motives been good, brotber, I 
would now offer you my thanks for the assistance you 
have rendered us. 

To substantiate this, permit me to ask, for what did 
Jesus, the Saviour come into the world? Answer, to 
save sinners. The serpent said there never would be 
any. He lied—through his deception all were made 
sinners. Jesus came to save sinners ; he came to save 
all sinners ; and if be performs the work he came to do, 
will do it. Now, brother, did the serpent preach Uni- 
versalism? If he did, he only preached the accomplish- 
ment of the work Jesus came to do. 
he came to save the worli. Universal Salvation says 
he will do it. You say the serpent preached this, and 
of course then he preached that Jesus would do what 
he said he came into the world to do. If he preached 
as-you say he did, he preached the truth. One word, 
sir; be carcful under whose colours you fight. 


Oor Saviour suid 


Brother, did you consider what..was contained in the 
following words, when you wrote them ?—‘* .4n arow- 
ped enemy lo Universalism!!! ‘The apostle Paul says, 
‘* God will have all men to be seved, and to come unto 
the knowledge of the truth.» God then will.have 
Universalism .to be true. Y.on inform us that you are 
an enemy, and have made .your avowal! We also 
read, *“* God sent not his Son into the world to con- 
demn the world, but that the world through him might 
be sared.”» The salvation of the world is Universalism; 
but you say that you are an “* avowed enemy” to.it. 
Our blessed Saviour says, ‘I came not to judge the 
world, but to save the world.’ Hrother Osborn, it ap- 
pears that your Lord was a friend to the salvation of 
the world, to Universalism, why should you inform us 
that you are an ‘‘ avowed enemy?’ The ** multitude 
of the heavenly host,”’ at the time he was born who died 
to save sinners, to have Universalisin true, shouted in 
songs of joy. They were friends, why -should you, 
brother, be an ‘** avowed enemy.”> We read in Acts 
that all God's holy prophetssince the world began have 
testified of the restitution. of all things. Brother, it 
must be proved that the restitution of all things is not 
Universalism, or else it remains that all these holy pro- 
phets were friends to it; and if so, why should you be 
an ** avowed enemy.” The apostles were of the.same 
mind and laboured for the consummation of the same 
desirable event; they preached, and prayed, exhorted, 
endured hunger and: thirst, .privation, toil and danger, 
imprisonment, stones, stripcs and death, all this 4o 
bring men to the knowledge of the truth and have them 
saved. Prother Osborn, they were friends, why should 
you avo y to the world that you are an enemy?  Min- 
isters of the gospel are labouring for the same. purpose ; 
they leave their houses, their wives, their children and 
friends to labour, to have Universalism true, why shouid 
you, dear sir, ayow your enmity to their success? All 
good men pray for it; earnestly have they entreated 
the throne of grace that the doctrine of Universalism 
might be true, they are friends to it, why then do we 
receive information from our brother Osborn that he is 
an‘* avowed enemy?” All wicked men need it; poor, 
lost, wicked, guilty sinners need it ; you and I need it, 
brother Osborn, and why then do you inform us that 
you are its “avowed enemy?” I must, in justice to 
you, suppose that you did not consider the amount of 
what you wrote. I think you pray for it; I think you 
are preaching to-bring sinners to repentance, and are, 
therefore, helping all you can. -Go on; you cannot be 
engaged in a better cause ; your Jabours will be crown- 
ed-with success. For what are your prayer meetings, 
your oouference meetings, your church. meetings, your 
class meetings and your camp meetings? Are they not 
for the same purpose? Why then should you avow 
yourself an enemy? ee 


cause there are so many good friends. Only indulge 
in reflection one moment, and think who are against 
you if you are an enemy, or in other words, who are 
friends to Universalism. 
to have it true ; prophets prophesied, apostles preached, 
ministers of the gespel, brother Osborn, not excepted, 
are labouring and praying to have it true. Are you an 


enemy to al] these? I do not, | cannot think you are; 


I do not mean to insinuate that you have, | do not be- 
lieve that you have, I think that you area better man. 





Brother, I do not-think that you are an enemy, be- ! 
‘would cofumit every crime of every name. 








God wills it true; Jesus died | 


I mention these things out of friendship, merely to show 
you the absurdity, yea the wickedness of that express- 
ion, which | am inclined to believe you made, when 
anger had usurped the seat of good feelings and cool re- 
flection. ‘* The wrath of man worketh not the righte- 
ousness of God.” 

Brother, I believe you have lately preached a lecture 
in this town. I did not bear you; but have been in¢ 
formed by the people who did, that you said that those 
who preach: the doctrine do not believe it. I do not 
vouch for the trath of this, sig, it is only what common 
report confirms; but I beg leave to ask one question, 
which is, if this be true, does. it not loak like statements 
‘Sen the most posilive terms”? concerning those things 
about which you know nothing? 

Brother, | Jeave these things for your consideration ; 
and offer you my heart and hand in defence of the truth 
as it is in Christ Jesus. May the Lord give you 
strength and willingness to +‘ preach the gospel to. the 
poor, to heal the broken hearted, to preach deliverance 
to the captives, and recovery of sight to the blind; to 
set at liberty them that are bruised ; to preach the ac- 
ceptable year of the Lord.” 

Yours, in the fellowship of the gospel, 
THOMAS WHITTEMORE., 


FOR THE MAGAZIXE. 
THE WAY OF THE TRANSGRESSOR 
IS HARD. ‘ 


‘To the Editor of the Universalist Magazine, 


Sir,—Being heartily desirous of contributing my mite 
for. the-promotion of heliness of heart and ‘holiness of 


‘life, and considering the methods commonly adopted 
‘for this end productive of opposite effects, I have en- 


deavoured to illustrate the subject by scripture, reason 
and experience. 

When teachers and-members of Calvinistic churches 
inform -us that fear of endless punishment is their only 
excitement to a virtuous life, if they speak truly, they 
confess themselves in the gall of bitterness and in the 
bond of iniquity ; forhey are such slaves to sin, that 
the love and goodness of God, the melting charity of the 
Redeemer and the soKening rain of the heavenly spirit 
are not sufficient to deter them from the perpetration of 
murder, and to constrain them to manifest-their love to 
God in-all hely and hearty obedience, unless to all is 
superadded eternal damnation. When the public teach- 
ers of pure and undefiled religion acknowledge their 
hearts so fatally infested with ‘the loathsome leprosy of 
sin, can they expeet-lroly and upright canduct in their 
hearers, as they have always told them God is a harfl 
master, an austere exactor, reaping where he has not 
sown, and gathering where he has not strewed. The 
cry usually made is, did | believe in Universalism, | 
This is sim- 
ply saying, I hate God, I desire not the knowledge of 
his ways, and could I free myself from his abhorrent 
and rigorous service, and walk in the flowery paths of 


iniquity, withont incurring the danger of endless woe, 


| 


| 


1 would sin with all greedinese, and spend my days in 
pleasure. ‘This is a revival of the ancient complaint of 
the Jews, and it fits the wicked of all nations, and ages. 


but if you are, one thing is evident, viz. you and the |The common notion is, that the righteous must deny 
devil have espoused, one and the same cause. Brother, | themselves all the happiness of ‘his life, and obey Goi 


through fear of hell, that they may enter heaven bere- 
after. Just such a fancy some of the Israclites indulged, 
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and therefore murmured, it is vain to serve God ; and 
what profit is it that we have kept his ordinance, and 
“nat we have walked mournfolly before the Lord of 
hosis? and now we call the proud happy; yea, they 
that work wickedness are set up; yea, they that tempt 
God are even delivered. A good man would act uy- 
rightly, did he know all the fires of hell were quenched, 
and that conscious being would cease at death. The 
»postle John has told us in what way a love of God is 
evidenced, which is in keeping biz commandments with 
» joyful heart ; and if any one thinks them grievous, 
and would, could he safely have his desire, prefer to 
disobey them, he plainly deelares he does not love God, 
wd that be hondirs him with his lips only, while his 
heart is far from him. Whoever instructs mankind to 
consider the way of ‘transgression easy, is teaching for 
doctrine a sentiment which is grateful to the wicked 
and depraved heart, and well calculated to perpetuate 
she reign of iniquity. It is a doctrine the bible point- 
edly reprobates, because it not only strengthens the 
hands of the sinner, but diamays and enfeebles the up- 
right. If we examine the following quotation, we shall 
discover that this false preaching is of ancient origin, 
with lies have ye made the heart of. the righteous sad, 
whom I have not made sad; and-strengthened the 
hands of the wicked, that he should not return from his 
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I wonld this day abandon your employment, and en- 
gage in the service of your bitterest enemy. When this 
similitude is applied to the subject under examination, 
we at once see what the character of this child is. He 
virtually says, | hate and detest God with my whole 
heart, and if he did not guard the path of duty with the 
livid lightnings of hell, he would not find me in the 
number of his worshippers. 

In view of all these considerations, I cannot persuade 
myself to close, without giving a solemn admonition to 
children and parents on this momentous subject. Child- 
ren remember your Creator now, in the days of your 
youth, while the evil days cume not, nor the years draw 
nigh, when ye shall say, we have no pleasure in them. 
Children, obey your parents in the Lord ; for this is 
right. Honour thy father and mother, (which is the 
first commandment with promise,) that it may be well 
with thee, and that thou mayest live long on the earth. 
Recollect that those children who disobey their parents 
are likely to disregard the Jaws and rulers of the coun- 
try in which they live, and the probability is, that they 
will die an ignomimious death, on the gallows or scaf- 
fold. Listen not to the false teachers, who assure you 
sin is productive of happiness, and that a life of trans- 
gression is a life of joy. My dear young friends, my 
God hath said there is no peace to the wickéd; | con- 





wicked way, by promising him life. The promise of a, jure you therefore, by the goodness of God, by the 
sensual paradise has been sufficient to stimulate the | tears, and groans, and prayers of the Redeemer, and by 
Mahometan to the most painful labours, marches, bat-| 


tiesand pilgrimages; and cannot the assurance of a 
heaven of unmixed virtue and spotless purity influence 
the believing christian to walk in ways of pleasantness, 
and in paths of peace, unless he is in constant dread of 
quenchless burnings? People undertake many things 
in this world for the sake of gain, in which more fatigue 
is endured: than is necessary to overcome the maligity 


of our nature and render our feelings subject to the, 


controul of reason ; -yet the thought of: eternal punish- 
ment never enters their minds during the time they are 
engaged in these pursuits. It is hence evident that the 
threatenings of damnation do not-constitute the strong- 
est inducement to action; and as the most powerful 
persuasions should be used in the cause of religion, we 
may lay them out of the account, and say, the goodness 
of God leads to repentance and holy living. If Christ’s 
pretended disciples need the fear of hell to prevent 
their wicked passions from breaking out in the most 
abominable deeds in this world, they will need a real 
hell in the next, to prevent their roasting and crucify- 
ing each other in heaven. Bwt it must-be recollected 
that the torments of damnation will deeply affect the 
fears cf the saints, or that they willnot check their evil 
propensities, or restrain them from acts of outrage.— 
But John describes saints of a different character, and 
servingGod under the influence of different motives. God 
is love; and he that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, 
and God in him. There is no fear in love ; bat perfect 
love casteth out fear ; because fear hath torment. He 
that feareth, is not made perfect in love. It is plain 
from these reasonings of the apostle that there is no fear 
in heaven, and that those who are most heaverly bave 
Yeast fear, and that the bond slaves of sin have most. 
The scriptures abundantly testify that the way of the 
transgressor is hard; that his feelings are in complete 
anerchy; that he enjoys no peace and that he is under 
the goadings of an exasperated conscience. When 
teachers describe the pleasure of sinning in rich and 
flowery language; and wreath each fragrant enormity 
with a festoon of opening rose~ ; they not only contra- 
dict God, but the reason and experience of all ages.— 
it is an evil and a bitter thing to forsake the living God, 
and to trust our fears of misery for excitement to virtue, 
and stainless purity. Men must serve God through 
love in spirit and in truth, or their adoration is insincere, 
and like the homage of devils, who fearand tremble. 
No parent believes his child entertains great regard 
for Lim, when he says, father, if you did not threaten 
me.with the heaviest punishment in case of desertion, 


your desire for heaven, to abandon all sinful ways, all 
wicked company, and to serve the Lord with your 
whole hearts ; then shall your light break forth as the 
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morning, and your health shall spring forth speedily ; 
and your righteousness-shall go before yon, and the glo- 
ry of.tie Lord shall be your reward. 


hell, but in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.— 
Train them in the love of ‘truth and wprightness, and 
your Jatter days shall witness that they do not depart 
from them. Provoke them not to wrath, but teach 
them with all gentleness, improving the youthful season 
to insti] the precepts of Jesus, and to infuse a love for 
evangelical piety. Never fill their minds with dread of 
unreal beings,.but instruct’ them to entertain just’ and 
rational ideas of God'and all his works. Lead them 
along, step by step, on the delightful road to heaven, 
ani never impede their advance, by giving too much 
indulgence to fancy, or by following the ruinous sys- 
tems of others. If you pursue this course, the blessing 
of God will rest upon you, your children will de dutiful 
and engaging.; troops of guardian angels will encamp 
about your dwelling and the summer smile of heaven 
will live in your hearts; You and your children will 
be sharers in mutual joys in this fleeting existence, and 
sat last, constitute one family of Jove in heaven. Your 
cares and sorrows will be lightened, your way smooth- 
ed, and the journey throngh this wilderness would be 
the heavenly Canaan cheered by the early piety and 
smiling innocence of your fellow-travellers. May par- 
ents and children give heed to these counsels of a friend, 
remembering they are not simply founded on the reason 
and experience of this world, but also on the wisdom 
of heaven ;. and that they are given with an earnest de- 
sire, a fervent prayer that they may liberate from the 
vain theories of human device, and, under the blessing 
of God, render the deat youth holy, humble and harm- 
less disciples of Jesus, and parents, strong in:the Lord, 
and in the power of his might. 

May God's eternal blessing rest 

On all the blooming youth ; 

May ev’ry child’s and parent’s heart, 

Receive, and love the truth. 

HERMES. 








——— 


Liberal and distinterested minds ask nothing: in re- 
turn for their services, They do nat Jend out benefits 
to usury ; their-friendship is not erected upon expecta- 
tion and profit;—they se guided -by the. pleasure of 





friendship alone. . 


Parents, bring up your children, not in the fear of} 
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To the Editor of the Universalist Magazine, 


Sir, —Your Magazine of the 24th March, accidental- 
ly falling into my hands, I was not a little surprised and 
amused to find in it a premium of ** Well done,” &c. 
offered to any Arminian who could tell the chapter and 
verse, which contained the doctrine, that any for whom 
Christ died, would be * endlessly miserable?”»—Or that 
in which the salvation of the soul, in a future state, 
either in part, ur the whole depended on the works of 
the creature? 

Though J am the disciple of neither Arminius, John 
Calvin, or Samuel Hopkins, nor call any man Rabbi, 
nor am in the least measure ambitious to reccive the 
plaudit ‘* Well done,” &c. from any man, sect, or de- 
nomination—yet when I read in my bible such language 
as I find in Joiin i. 29, and 1 John i. 1, 2, arid numer- 
ous others equally express, plain and explicit. I can- 
not for a moment doubt but that Clirist died * for the 
sins of' the whole world,” and that ‘** he tasted death 
for every man.” But that some will finally fail of sal- 
vation, notwithstanding his great and all-sufficient sac- 
rifice. I would refer you to Mat. v. 25, 26, vii. 13, 14. 
Rev. xxii. 11. Mat. xxv. 46. Also, where the Sa- 
viour says, ““It were better for some that they had 
never been born,” &c. &c. 

As to the second, that the future salvation of the son! 
is made to depend, in a degree, on the works of thie 
creature, orin other words, is conditional, the very cir- 
cumstance of God’s giving a Revelation of his will, and 
our duty, is in itself and alone conclusive—If not, di- 
vine Revelation, Providential dispensation, and al] the 
means of grace and instruction in the knowledge ot 
God and the truth, are useless and of no value. Bot’ 
you ask for seripture and not for argument. I wil! 
therefore refer you to Ezek. xviii. 31,22, xxxiii. 12, 
13, 14,&c. Luke xiii. 30, xviii. chapter. he im- 
portunate widow—Acts xxviii. compare verse 22 with 
verse 31. 1 Tim.iv. 16, and hundreds of others of like 
import. But not having more than fifteen minutes to 
devote to the subject at present, and having no con- 
cordance at hand, I will refer you to no more at this time, 
believing these to be amply sufficient, till it be satisfac- 
torily shown that I misunderstand their true meaning and 
interpretation. ARMINIUS, 

REPLY. 

Tsar our friend Arminius has done his subject jus- 
tice, according to his own honest understanding, and 
according» to the common tradition concerning it, we 
have no reason to doubt. But we deem it reasonable 
that we remind him that it appear to us, the fifteen 
minutes which he had to devote to the subject on which 
he wrote, did not allow him:time for that due reflection, 
which was necessary for- him to do justice to its real 
merits. The two questions embraced in the proposal 
to which he attempted to attend, refer to a future and 
an eternal state. In this case what ought he to have 
done? Answer, he should ‘have reflected that the pro- 
poser of the subject does not-understand the scriptures 
as he does, nor according to common tradition on this 
subject ; he ought.then to have directed his argument to 
prove that those scriptures, which in his view, prove that 
some for whom. Christ died will be endlessly miserable, 
do in fact adztit of no other application than the one to. 
which tradition hasapplyedthem. For instance; does 
the passage in. Mat. .v. 25, 26, necessarily apply to a 
future, eternal state? See the text, ‘* Agree with thine 
adversary quickly ; while thou art in the way with him ; 
lest at any time the adversary deliver thee to the judge, 
aud the judge deliver thee to the officer, and thou be 
cast into prison. Verily I say unto thee, thou shalt by 
no means Come out thence, till thou hast paid the utter- 





most farthing.” 


What is there here that bas the least 
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relation to a future state? We are satisfied, that ifour 
friend Arminius will give himself the liberty to reflect a 
few moments on this subject ,he will see that to apply this 
text to a future, eternal state, is most unwarrantable. 
In fact the text itself refutes such a use of it ; for the 
eum of endless misery has no uttermost farthing! Well, 
Arminius will say ; allowing this text has no reference 
to a future endless state, this does not prove that the 
other passages which were referred to do not. Grant- 
ed; but he must reflect that if he has grossly mistaken 
one passage, being Jed by blind tradition, he may have 
mistaken many others by the same means. When he 
shall have proceeded thus far, he will see the propriety 
of our asking him to show that he has referred to even 
one text, that belongs to his subject. 
REPLY, 
To the reques! of our correspondent at Middleborough, 
found on page 175, continued from page 179. The 
reader will nolice the mistake on page 179, in refer- 

ring to page 125, in room of 175. 

Joun xvii. 9, ‘* I pray for them: I pray not for the 
world, but for them which thou has given me ; for they 
are thine.”’ If our clergy were ever blame worthy for 
a wrong use of scripture, it would seem that they must 
have been for the unwarrantable use they have made 
of this passage. They have endeavoured to maintain, 
by the help of this text, that Jesus never prayed for but 
a few of the human family, and that therefore the great- 
est part will be lost forever. In this way they have 
succeeded in making thousands believe that our heav- 
enly Father never intended that the world in general, 
or all mankind should share of his divine favour.— 
While they have thus represented the divine Being as 
possessed of a most cruel and merciless disposition, 
they have made the scriptures to disagree with them- 
selves. St. Paul expressly exhorts, that prayers, inter- 
cessions, and the giving of thanks be made for all men. 
But if Jesus did not pray for but a few, why should we 
pray for all? And how does it agree to say that Jesus 
did not pray for the world, and to say also, what he 
himself said; ** The son of man came not to condemn 
the world, but to save the world?” 

Whoever will cautiously read the 17th of John, where 
the Saviour says; ‘* I pray for them; I pray not for the 
world,’ and observe the whole connexion, will see at 
once, that this passage gives no support to the ungra- 
cious dootrine to which it has been erroneously ap- 
plyed. 

In this prayer, Jesus first prays for himself, as follows, 
‘* Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy 
son also may glorify thee: es thou hast given hiax pow- 
er over all] flesh, that he should give eternal life to as 
many as thou hast given him... And this is life eternal, 
that they might know thee the only true God, and Je- 
sus Christ, whom thou has sent. I have glorified thee 
on the earth; I have finished the work which thou gav- 
est metodo. And now, O Father, glorify’ thou me 
with thine own self, with the glory which I had with 
thee before the world was.’? Thus far the Saviour 
prayed for himself and for no one else. He then 
extended his-prayer, so as to bring his disciples before 
his Father in his petition, as follows; ** I have mani- 
fested thy name unto the mem which thou gavest me 
out of the world ; thine they were, and thou gavest 
them me; and they have képtthy word. Now they 
have known that all things, whatsoever thou hast given 
me, are of thee: for I have given unto them the words 
which thou gavest me ; and they have received them, 
and have known surely that I came out from thee, and 
they have believed that thou didst send me. J pray for 
them; I pray not for the world, but for them which 
thou hast given me; for they are thine.” Tis section 
of the prayer, in which Jesus prayed for his particular 
disciples, continues to the end of the 19th verse; and 
then he enlarges his prayer again, and says ; ** Neither 
pray | for these-alone, but for them also which shall be- 
lieve on me through their word; that they al] may be 





one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that 
they also may be one in us: that the world may be- 
believe that thou has sent me. And the glory which 
thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be 
one, even as we are one: | in them, and thou in me, 
that they may be made perfect in one; and that the 
world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast lov- 
ed them as thou has loved me.” Here it is evident 
that Jesus prayed, that the world might have the very 
knowledge which, in the 3d verse he says is life eternal. 
Jesus first prayed for himeelf, then for his disciples, 
then for those who should believe on him through their 
preaching, and lastly for the world. 

For our mind on Rom. ix. 8, we refer to what we 
have written on this chapter, found on page 179. 

2 Cor. vi. 2, ** For he saith, I have heard thee in a 
time accepted, and in the day of salvation have 1 suc- 
coured the ; behold, now is the accepted time ; behold 
now is the day of salvation.”” ‘This short parenthesis 
refers to Isaiah xlix. 8, which is a prophesy of the Mes- 
siah. Our preachers, who have more zeal than knowl- 
edge, urge this text to prove that the now present time 
is the only opportunity which God will grant us,.of ac- 
cepting his grace. A subject concerning which there 
is nothing recorded in the scriptures. It is always 
an accepted time, and a day of salvation when God re- 
veals his grace, and saves his dependant children from 
the errors of their ways. 

Heb. xii. 17, ‘* For ye know how that afterward, 
whem he would have inherited the blessing, he was re- 
jected: for he found no place of repentance, though he 
sought it carefully with tears.” 

This passage, like many other, is used to support the 
unmerciful doctrine which teaches that our Father in 
heaven will finally refuse his grace and favour to some 
of his offspring. Surely the apostle was treating on no 
such subject. He was endeavouring to encourage his 
believing brethren to ‘‘ follow peace witir all men, and 
holiness, without: which no-man shal] see the Lord.” 
He exhorts them to look “‘ diligently, lest any man fail 
of the grace of God ; lest any root of bitterness spring- 
ing up”? should trouble them, “‘ and thereby many be 
defiled ; lest there be any fornicator, or profane per- 
son, as Esau, who for a morsel of meat sold his birth- 
right.*> This is what is spoken to real christians who 
stand in the grace of God. . But our blind preachers 
apply the subject to unbelievers, who they say have no 
birthright! Thus they keep up their. contradictions, 
and make confusion. Esau had a birth-right and sold 
it for a morsel of meat; and the saints to whom Paul 
was writing had been born into the kingdom of grace, 
and enjoyed their birth-right, ‘and the apostle would ex- 
hort tiem not to part with their privileges as did Esau. 
As they then stood, they were a first fruits unto God ; 
if they apostatized they would lose this honour and 
blessing. But this would not render it impossible for 
God to grant them suitable blessings, Notwithstanding 
Esau sold his birth-right, he did not sell himself out of 
the favour of his father. See Gen, xxvii. 383—40, “‘And 
Esau said unto his father, hast thou but one blessing, 
my father? bless me, even me also, O my father! and 
Esau lifted up his voice and wept. And Isaac his fath- 
er answered and said unto him, behold, thy dwelling 
shall be .the fatness of the earth,,and of the dew of 
heaven from above ;-and by thy.sword shalt:thou live, 
and shalt serve thy brother : and it shall come to pass, 
when thou shalt have the dominion, that thou shalt 
break his yoke from off thy neck.” See also Heb. xi. 
20, ‘* By faith Isaac blessed: Jacob and Esau, concern- 
ing things to come.” 





An important Question Answered. 


War should all men Jove the gospe) of Jesus Christ? 
Answer. 1. Because it is a message of mercy from our 
heavenly Father. It is consistent with the law of our 
nature, duly to appreciate any favour, even if it be 
ever so small, which is received from so kind and good 





a friend as a parent. But the gospel of our eternal lile 
is certainly the greatest blessing that rhe power of 
thought can possibly conceive. We are naturally more 
strongly attached to existence than to any thing else ; 
no other object is paramount to this. Even our natur- 
al existence, in this mortal state, where we are incident 
to innumerable ills, is what we are extremely loth to 
lose. But the gospel reveals the doctrine and confirnis 
the hope of eternal being ; and enables us to sing the 
triumphant song, ** O death, where is thy sting? © 
grave, where is thy victory ?”’ 

2. The doctrine of the gospel is infinitely heightened, 
as to its value to mankind, by the moral character o. 
the existence which it promises. It it presented for our 
contemplation, for our faith and bope, no other exist- 
ence than an earthly, sensual state, it would excite in 
the lovers of moral holiness and virtue great anxiets 
concerning means to prevent the growth and prevalency 
of those degrading vices, which in our present momen: 
tary existence, render society extremely unblest. In 
fact, it is difficult to conceive of a more wretched ex- 
istence than must be the effect of a continual advance- 
ment in vicious indulgences and gratification of carnal 
and sensual passions. But the gospel promises, in the 
doctrine of a future existence, not an earthly but « 
heavenly, not a mortal, but an immortal constitution. 
When we but faintly realize this most plain and evi- 
dent fact, it presents to our minds an infinite field of 
beauties most pleasing to the soul of holy intellects. — 
Even the boldest imagination must fall infinitely short 
of the glory of a state of being in which virtue will be 
uninterrupted, and forever and ever increasing ; and 
where the beauties of holiness will forever and ever 
grow brighter and brighter. 

3. As there is nothing more welcome to one discased 
and exercised with distress, than the medicine which is 
known to be a certain cure, so, when we can contem- 
plate the gospel as that. doctrine which puts an end to 
all the miseries of sin and mortality, cool water is not 
more desirable to the thirsty soul. 

4. One of the most endearing qualities of the gospel, 
and that which commends it to every lover of th hu- 
man family, is its entire impartiality. What it promis- 
es to one, it promises to all men. In this our heavenly 
Father is not less impartial, than in the essential gifts 
of nature. He who causes his sun to rise on the evil 
and en the good, and sends his rain upon the just and 
upon the unjust, has, by these tokens of his goodness, 
given lively emblems of that doctrine which drops like 
the rain and distills like the dew. Did the real, true 
doctrine of the gospel teach us to expect an eternal se~ 
paration of mankind; did it in fact certify us that we 
must be forever separated from those we love, in room 
of its affording us consolation and encouragement, it 
would in this respect be an administration of sorrow and 
dispair. But, thanks to heaven, this is not ‘the case. 
In the name of Jesus every knee shall bow, every 
tongue shall confess, that he is Lord to the glory of God 
the Father. 








DIED, 

In Providence—on Sunday Oth of May, the Hon. 
Paiitie MARTIN, in the 65th year of his age. He was 
one of the Patriots of the Revolution—for many years» 
he was Brigadier-General for the county of Providence, 
and at his death, the first Senator of the State. Gen- 
eral Martin, in all his mercantile pursuits, justly sus- 
tained the reputation of an honest man—he was a kind 
husband, a tender father, a dutiful son,.and an. affec- 
tionate brother. He wes a believer in the salvation 
wrought out by Jesces Curist, and hoped throngh his 
merits, to obtain pardon and acceptance. By his death, 
an affectionate wife and numerous relatives, the Socie- 
ties to which he belonged, and more especially the First 
Baptist Church, of which he was an exemplary inember, 
have met with an irreparable loss. He retained his 
senses to the last moment, and met death with the irm- 
ness of a christian. His funeral was solemnized on 
Wednesday, (9th May) by a very large number of citi- 
zens, relatives, and the Masonic bodies of which he was 
a worthy member; the Masonic services under the di- 
rection of the Grand Chapter of R, Island. 
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From the London Universalist Miscellany. 








THE LOVE OF GOD. 
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- Wt heaven’s King for ever frown, 
For ever pour his vengeance down, | 
Upon the creatures he has made, 
For whom be hath the ransom paid. 


it 


— 


Whilst happy spirits sing above, 
The wonders of the Saviour’s love, 
Shall others, doom’« to endless pain, 
For ever sigh, yet sigh in vain ? 


if so, how shall the Saviour see 
The travail of his soul, and be 

For ever satisfied, if they 

Shall never rise to endless day : 








Ifso, how must the kind design 
And energy of Love Divine 

To save mankind, be overthrown, 
!f damned souls forever moan? 


Were not all things to Jesus given, 

Both things on earth, and things in heav’n, 
When first he undertook the plan, 

‘lo save the fallen race of man? 


What pleasure can to God arise, 
Or to the blest above the skies, 
To see in endless pain consign’d, 
So great a part of human kind? 


Can boundless mercy cease to flow, 
Whilst on the burning plains below, 
His creatures groan beneath their pain, 
And never visit them again ? 


Then there can no proportion be 
Between their sin and misery. 

For finite crimes, infinite pains, 

The thought Jehovah’s honour stains. 


If all things new created be, 

Then all things old shall pass away. 
Thus does the word of promise run, 
When all shall be in Christ made one. 


lf grace shall more than sin abound, 
Where then shall misery be found? 
It cannot be while one remains 
Devoted unto endless pains. 


That all mankind in Adam died ; 
This is a truth by few denied. 
That all in Jesus Christ shall live ; 
This is a truth but few believe. 


Yet nothing is more plain reveal’d, 
And by Almighty promise seal’d ; 
That all shall in his image shine, 
And in his praises all combine. 
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WHY WAS JESUS PERSECUTED. 


Ir is an interesting question, Why was Jesus Christ; 
persecuted ? By what conduct, and. what doctrines, did} 
he awaken that unrelenting malignity which persued 
him to the cross, and even exulted in his last pangs? 
The subject is important, as it throws a lustre on the 
character of our Lord, and as it may correet some mis- 
takes as to the class of his followers, to whom the hon- 
or eminently belongs of walking in his steps. 

One principal cause of the persecution of Jesus (a 
cause to which our remarks will now be confined) is to 
be found in the enlarged, generous and liberal senti- 
‘ments, which he communicated in relation to the char- 
acter of God, and to the nature of religion. Jesus was 
sent to live and to preach in the midst of a bigoted, ex- 
clusive and censorious people, who regarded God as a 
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partial being, and expected to monopolize his favour, 
who regarded all other nations with contempt, and as- 
cribed to the Oreator the same unfriendly felings, who 
placed religion in forms of worship which were confined 





to themselves, and, through an excessive and arrogant 


estimation of their own distinctions and peculiarities, 
discarded the obligations of general benevolence, and 


severed as far as possible the bond which united them ) 
to the great family of mankind. Such were the Jews, | 
and especially the Pharisees ;—and what course did! 
Jesus pursue? His whole ministry was one continued | 
testimony against their narrow and unworthy views of | 
God and of his service ; one continued testimony to the | 
unbounded love of our heavenly Father, and to his de- 

light in benevolence and charity, as the most accepta- 


ble service which his creatures can reader him. Jesus 
continually taught, that the character of God is paren- 
tal, that his love extends beyond the Jew to the.Gen- 
tile, and that many shall come from the east and west, 
the north and sonth, and tit down with Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob in bis kingdom. He tanght that God pre- 
fers mercy or humanity to sacrifice, that the noblest use 
of the Sabbath is doing good, and that the cempassion- 
ate Samaritan, altough a worshipper on Mount Gerizim, 
was more acceptable to God than the Priest and Levite, 
whose superior light did not guide them tocharity. He 


‘taught, that the Pharisee, notwithstanding his long pray- 
ers aud disfigured face, was an abomination in the sight 


of Heaven, because he despised and condemned others, 
because he valued himself on bis forms, and made a 
parade of saintship, whilst his heart was a stranger to 
mercy, justice, and the love ofGod. He taught that 
God abhors ostentation, censoriousness and spiritual 
pride, and that the service, in which he most delights, 
consists in the exercise of a candid and forgiving tem- 
per, and.in modest and silent acts of kindnees and de- 
votion. Jn one word, he taught, that God loves not a 
chosen few, but sent his son to be the Saiviour of the 
world ; that Publicans, Sinners Samaritans and Gentiles 


}are all comprehended in the offers of his mercy ; that 


love of enemies and a love of peace constitute men in 
the noblest sense, children and followers of their Father 
in heaven; and that the reign of Messiah consists, not 
in spreading a religion of forms, or in exalting a particu- 
lar people, but in diffusing through the whole earth fil- 
ial piety, humility, and charity. 

These generous and enlarged views were a principal 
cause of the malignity and persecution, which fell on 
the head of Jesus. The Elders, Rulers, Scribes and 
Pharisees, hated him because he testified against their 
narrowness, hypocrisy, pride and bigotry, because he 
resisted their exclusive feelings and hopes, and in his 
conduct and teaching, inowlcated a liberality of senti- 
ment altogether uncongenial with the spirit of his age. 


}It is true, that they condemned Jesus at last on differ- 


ent grounds. jJhey accused him before Pilate, of ma- 
king himself a king and the Son of God. But in this 
they discovered their characteristick hypocrisy, At 
that very moment, they were looking with restless im- 
patience for a destinguished personage, who would as- 
sume these very titles, of Son of God and king of Israel, 
and under whose sway they hoped to subvert the throne 
of the Ceesars ; and one great objection to Jesus was, 
that he gave io countenance to these views, but prefer- 
red thé giory of founding a spiritual empire of love to 
God and to mankind. 

We thus learn one principal cause of that singular 
hatred with which Jesus was persued, his actions watch- 


jed, his words perverted, his character aspersed, and his 


blood shed on the cross as if he were the vilest of mal- 
efactors. To the same cause we must ascribe, in a 
great degree, the persecution of the apostles. Every 
where the Jews followed these first preachers of Chris 
tianity with clamor and rage, because they taught, that 
God was the God of the Gentiles as well as the Jews, 
that the blessings of the Messiah were equally extended 
to all mankind, that the partition wall of the Mosaick 
dispensation was broken down, and that love was the 
fulfilling of the Jaw, and the badge of the sbjects of Mes- 
siah’s kingdom. 

‘These remarks place the character.ofJesus in a pecu- 
hiarly attractive and exalted Jight. I kuow not a stronger 
evidence of his divine mission & sublime virtue, than his 
superiority to the narrow spirit of his age, and his cheer- 
ful and resolute endurance of scorn and outrage, in in- 
culcating the parternal character and unbounded love 
of God, and the glory and the blessedness.of charity. — 
From these remarks we also learn, to what Christians 
the honour eminently belongs of being conformed in 
principles, efforts and sufferings, to Jesus and his apos- 
tles. They are those Christians, who adhere to enlarg- 
ed and liberal views of God’s character, and service 
amidst opposition and persecution, who, denying them- 
selves and taking the cross, hold forth in a bigoted, ex- 
clusive and censorious age, those great principles which 
exposed their beloved Lord, and their elder brethren, 
the apostles, to reproxch, and violence, and death. 


TO BE CONCLUDED IN OUR NEXT, 





SUMMARY OF INTELLIGENCE. 
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We learn, that the committee appointed by the town 
to procure a (ract of land, on which to erect a House of 
Industry, have purchased one containing between 53 
und 54 acres, situated at South Boston, three miles and 
three-fourths from State-street. Lately belonging to 
Samuel Brown, Esq. Whole purchase §6000.— Cen/. 


On Monday evening, between eight & nive o’clock, 
an elderly man in passing over the Common was stop- 
ped by three well dressed villians, who demanded his 
money or his life; the man told them be had no mon- 
ev, when one of them seized him by the collar, and the 
other presented a pistol] to his breast, while the third 
searched him, but finding he had no money or watch, 
they let him go, telling him ifhe gave any alarm, he 
was a dead man.—1b. 


At the Supreme Court, held at Plymouth last week, 
John Woodword was tried on an indictment for setting 
fire to the Alms House in Scituate, and burning it down, 
in the night time. We had been tried on the same in- 
dictment at the preceding session of the Court, but the 
jury not having agreed on a verdict, the cause was tak- 
en from them by his consent. On his Jast trial, the ver- 
dict returned was, that he was guilty of burning, as set 
forth in the indictment, but not in the night time. He 
was sentenced to confinement to hard labour for life i 
the State Prison.—ib. 


BALTIMORE, MAY 22.—Our citizens were alarmed 
this morning about 1 o’clock, by the ery of Fire. Li 
was in the Bindery of Mr. Deil, in Rogers’ Alley- 
and had made such progress efore it was discovered. 
that it was not only impracticable to save the building, 
in which it took place ; but nothing but the most stren- 
uous, active and well directed efforts of the engine and 
hose companies, and citizens at large, prevented the 
destruction of the adjoining tenements, the roofs of 
which were on fire, and are much injured. 
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MARRIED, 

In this town, by Mr. Smith, Mr. Noah Sanborn to 
Miss Hannah Clark. 

By the Rev. Dr. Baldwin, Mr. Turner Whitehouse to 
Miss Caroline Benson 

By the Rev. Mr. Eaton, Samuel Foster M’Cleary, 
Esq. to Miss Maria Lynde Walter, daughter of Lynde 
Walter, Esq. 

By the Rev. Mr. Palfrey, Mr. Solomon Cotton tv 
Miss Susan Davies, 

By the Rev. Mr. Lowell, Prof. Andrews Norton, of 
the University in Cambridge, to Miss Catharine Eliot, 
daughter of the late Samuel Eliot, /sq. 

Caleb Loring, Esq. to Miss Jane Tyler Lathrop, 


Maughter of the late Rev. Dr. Lathrop. 


Mr. Josiah Gunnison to Miss Jerusha Stove, both of 
this town. 

In Charlestown, by the Rev. Mr. Fay, Mr. Benjamin 
Trufant, formerly.of Bath, Me. to Miss Mary Fowler, 
of Salisbury, Mass. 

In Providence, Mr. William G. Goddard, Editor of 
the Rhode-Island American, to Miss Charlotte R. Ives, 
eldest daughter of ‘Thomas P. Ives, Esq. 

———_- ____] 


DIED, 

In this town, Mrs. Betsey Patterson.—Mrs. Elizabeth 
B. Brooks, aged 30.—Jobn Darlin, jun. 13 mo.—Jabez 
Henry Wolcott, jun. 2 years.—Susan Bancroft, 3.— 
Margaret Brennet, 55.—Rhoda Hervey. 

On Thursday Morning, Elizabeth Popkins, 72. 

Mrs. Sarah Richardson, 34, wifeof Mr. Jonathan R. 
—Stephen Pierce, 3.° 
_ Mr. Matthew Vincent, of Salem, 57.—Mrs. Sophia 
Giddings, 36.—Thomas Lancey, 2.—Lydia Gardner.— 
John W. only son of John and Clarinda R. F. Tread- 
well, 16 mo.—Orsman Savoy, 14 mo. 

Mrs. Catharine Graupner, consort of Mr. Gottlieb 
Graupner, 52.—Mr.Calvin Davenport, formerly of Hal- 
lowell. 22.—Mrs. Mehitabie Millett, 41.—Miss Sarah 
Curtis, daughter of the late Mr. Thomas Curtis, 16. 

Mr. Hugh James Man, of Baltimore, 20. midshipman 
of the U. S. Navy. 

In Wrentham, Mass. the amiable and much lamented 
Mrs. Susan Day, wife of Mr. Fisher Day, 28. 

On board ship Isis, at sea, Mr. Joseph Robinson. 


JUST RECEIVED, 











And for sale at This Office—Price 12} cents. 
CALM ADDRESS to the believers and advocates 
of endless misery ; designed for the benefit of the 

Youth—by Davip Pickersnc, Pastor of the First Uni 
versalist Society and Church, Hudson, N. Y. 
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